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A simple guide to enjoying the New Forest Museum
Activity sheets (ground floor)
As you enter the Museum you’ll see some activity sheets, clipboards and pencils ahead of you.  The Museum Quiz and Photo Trail are good ways to involve everyone in the family in learning about the Forest, but work equally well for adults.  The rack also contains activity sheets in German and French. 
Introductory Film and Dioramas (ground floor)
The film gives you a gentle introduction to the New Forest and runs on a continuous loop with a five minute gap between screenings.   In between screenings you can hear a typical 1930’s radio soundtrack coming out of Harry Burt’s Cob Cottage whilst the hustle and bustle of the Beaulieu Road Pony Sales is captured nearby.  Further on, you can contrast and compare old and new forestry practices and see how the Forestry Commission carry out their work today in the accompanying film.  
Puzzles, Colouring Sheets and Activity Trolley (ground floor)
You’re now into the main part of the Museum and there are a variety of puzzles, colouring sheets to choose from.  Our Activity Trolley has plenty of play equipment for younger children to enjoy.  Children can use the tables and chairs nearby for colouring and play activities. 

Brand Door (ground floor)
Take a look at this special door that has been created by branding the wood with a variety of commoner’s brands. It was done to commemorate the opening of the Museum in 1988 by HRH the Duke of Edinburgh. 

Information Panels and Display Cases (ground and first floors)
Throughout the Museum there are themed information panels and display cases full of artefacts relating to the New Forest.  There are large print versions of the text in bound booklets.  You’ll find more information panels and display cases on the first floor.  There is a timeline behind the Family Fun Tree as well as a deer identification activity. 
Family Fun Tree and Children’s Activity Area (ground and first floors)
The Family Fun Tree is a big oak tree that symbolises the New Forest.  It can be accessed on both floors and contains fun activities.  Downstairs, you can find out about commoners rights and learn how to detect animal activity by knowing about their tracks and their poo!  Upstairs, you can find out more about the Forest’s habitats and its long term future.  Spot the large oak leaves around the Museum and find out interesting facts about the Forest. 
A Date with Nature (ground floor)
Take a look at our recent webcam footage that has been filmed as part of the Royal Society for the Protection of Birds’, ‘A Date with Nature’ project and see birds of prey nurturing their young offspring.  
Listening Post (ground floor)
Opposite the large historic map of the New Forest you’ll find two old fashioned phones.  Each one contains recordings of people’s lives in the Forest. Just dial up a number, sit back and listen.  You can follow the recordings in the booklets provided if you want to. 

New Forest Embroidery (first floor)
Upstairs, this 25 foot (7.62m) long embroidery, designed and worked by Belinda Lady Montagu tells the story of the New Forest and was made to celebrate the nine hundredth anniversary of the Forest in 1979.  See how many different animals and characters you can spot!  
Alice’s Mirror (first floor)
The large mirror at the end of the landing used to be part of the furnishings of Cuffnells House (now demolished) that once was the home to Alice Liddell, the inspiration for Lewis Carroll’s ‘Alice in Wonderland’ and ‘Alice through the Looking Glass’ character.  Children can enjoy dressing up in the costumes provided and seeing themselves in the real Alice mirror!
The National Park (ground floor)
As you go to exit the Museum on the ground floor, you’ll see a wooden Boundary Marker to your right.  When you go into the New Forest, you will see these Boundary Markers at the edges of road sides, indicating that you are entering the National Park.  
Museum Shop (ground floor)
Every shop purchase supports the work of the New Forest Ninth Centenary Trust, a registered charity who own and run the New Forest Centre.  You can also support the Centre by giving a donation (you’ll find donation boxes throughout the Centre), joining our Friends Group or by volunteering.  Please ask one of our Volunteer Gallery Stewards or our Reception Staff for more details.
For more information about access throughout the Centre, please ask for one of our ‘Accessing the New Forest Centre’ leaflets at reception. 

