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PRESS RELEASE

Fairweather Felt 
29 May to 27 June 2010

Inspired by the New Forest National Park and by the work of local landscape artist both past and present, Barbara Strange has produced a collection of images and artefacts using felt and fabric as a medium to explore texture and form.   The resulting work is both functional and decorative.  The contrasts created by colour and texture within the pieces are central to the work and help to convey the relationship of coast to woodland.  It is this juxtaposition of visual elements that provides the inspiration for much of the work. 
Felt is the oldest known textile, existing long before the inventions of weaving and knitting.  It is a non-woven fabric made from animal fibres, mainly sheep’s wool.  Each woollen fibre has small scales on its surface that overlap each other like roof tiles.  Handmade felt is made using hot water, soap and friction to entangle and amalgamate the fibres.  Other materials such as silk or cotton are incorporated in the fabric to create texture and sheen. 
Notes for Editors:

For more information contact Hilary Marshall on: 

Tel: 
 023 8028 6159 or
 

E-mail:  hilary.marshall@newforestcentre.org.uk
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